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Housing Reforms 

After years of controversy the 
National Public Housing Program 
gets under way. In the next few 
years every large city in Americ 
will experience a transformation in 
its slum areas. The first step of 
the nation-wide project will com- 
prise 256,000  government-subsi- 
dized low-rent housing projects, to 
be amortized out of rental income. 
This revolutionary move, so long 
blocked by national real estate in- 
terests, will now face its opposition 
at the local levels. Rental of slum 
properties at rates usually far in 
excess of real values has long been 

lucrative source of income for 
real estate groups and otherwise 
“respectable” people — _ often 
prominent church members! 

Although the new State-sponsor- 
ed housing projects will invite bold 
participation of private enterprise 
and will pay regular long-term in- 
terest rates in most instances and 
will be self-amortizing, the charge 
of “socialistic” and “communistic” 
will continue to fill the air around 
these projects. This charge, how- 
ever, ignores the fact that trans- 
forming crime-breeding slum areas 
into practical, fair and reasonable 
income-producing properties has 
long been open to private enterprise 
investment. But private enterprise 
continued to consider it good busi- 
ness to perpetuate these crime 
breeding slums, renting them to 
low-income families, who could 
never get enough ahead to free 
themselves from the clutches of 
such a life, until the last rickety 
building collapsed. As a result of 
this blindness, public opinion fin- 
ally forced the issue. 

Even some of the building au- 
thorities who have traditionally 
taken the real estate boards’ stand 
are beginning to speak out against 
the continued charge of socialism 
leveled at slum clearance. Wm. 
Levitt, one of New York’s most 
prominent builders and real estate 
figures, recently stated that the 
time has come for common sense 
(continued third col., FOURTH page) 





O THOSE WHO CARE: There are thousands of citizens who do 
not want to live a shallow meaningless existence; they want the 
satisfaction and stimulation of understanding the significance of the 
days through which they live. But their interests cannot be adequately 
served by the mass medium news channels that play up the sensational, 
play down the spiritual and suppress that which threatens preferred 
opinions or the privileged position of a powerful few. 
ing readers 


To such discern- 
, Between The Lines offers a unique service. A stream of 
intimation comes to us from authoritative sources in the fields of 
diplomacy, politics, military, industry, labor and race relations, — 
we condense these reports and pass them on to our readers. Brief and 
to-the-point for busy people — inexpensive, for the limited student 
or family budget. Will you help us reach those around you who would 
be grateful to know about Between The Lines? Pass your copy on. Re- 
turn that favor by giving a subscription to a friend. One year of en- 











larged horizons, deeper understanding, — for one dollar! 
UP V,BALANCE is the word the experts are using to dese ribe today’s 

situations, — the world economy is in a state of “unbalance”, — the 
American dollar is in a condition of “unbalance” ... But the reason 
for all this unbalance is so glaring none can dodge the issue or deny it. 
It is the business of war that has thrown the world out of gear. 

The war mentality feeds on hatred, fear and suspicion and bribes 
its way into high places by the enormous profits it can pay in steel, ships, 
planes, chemicals, oil, textiles. 

Thus the war mentality is the popular mentality, — it makes the 
flags wave, it makes business men stand and cheer, it makes politicians 
cowards. It writes the headlines and gives an insidious undertone to 
news broadeasts. As a result we are doing things with our resources now 
that would put the average citizen in the booby hatch if he did the same 
in private life. Our education has for years been at a crisis stage with 
schools pitifully overcrowded. 
adequate hospital facilities. 


Thousands of communities are without 
Millions of elderly people are facing years 
of drab poverty and neglect. We have enormous stores of weapons for 
defense, yet in a rash of experiments with death we pour out billions 
more for experimental weapons the military admit are often obsolete 
before they’re finished; wastage, inefficiency, duplicities, favoritism in 
our militiary spending is costing us enough every year to revolutionize 
the entire American educational system. (See Between The Lines for 
May 9 for a resume of some of the Hoover Commission findings on mili- 
tary expenditures. ) 

We do not say that America should disarm. But any examination of 
our military expenditures reveals that much of our military costs are 
for those weapons made to attack our world neighbors in the heart of their 
homeland and, not for defensive effort in our home hemisphere. Then we 
accuse others of not having faith, of being suspicious, difficult to deal 
with! 

Yes, we are in a state of “unbalance” and the unbalance isn’t all 
in the account books, — it’s in our heads, in our hearts. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 
W ORDS TO REMEMBER: Some Christian laymen who have tried 


to keep themselves free from the stultifying influence of our own 

war propaganda during past years have increasingly felt that the world 
would have been far better off if America had found means to stay out 
(continued on NEXT page) 


UN Survey 


Long overdue the American pub- 
lic is an accurate picture of the 
achievements of the United Na- 
tions and the attitude of UN of- 
ficials toward the part the U. S. 
has played in UN affairs. Any in- 
quiry among UN personnel reveals 
considerable bitterness and disap- 
pointment over the misrepresenta- 
tion of the UN, carried in many 
press and radio reports. 

The UN was founded to promote 
international peace, to provide 
ways of bringing nations to a com- 
mon ground of understanding and 
to promote human welfare. The av- 
erage American has the impression 
that the UN has failed; that it has 
become a weak institution of inter- 
national relations mostly because 
of Russia’s misbehavior and Rus- 
sia’s veto; that it has chiefly be- 
come a sounding board for Russian 
propaganda. 

The Russian. veto has been an ir- 
ritating obstuction to UN action, 
but it does not loom nearly as 
large in the thoughts of UN of- 
ficials as it has been made to ap- 
pear in the American public eye. 
Russian propaganda diatribes have 
become boring, half-amusing inter- 
ludes with most officials feeling 
that the UN is thereby fulfilling 
one of its most important functions 
of bringing nations together to talk 
out and air out their viewpoints 
and differences. 

Actually, in the task of prevent- 
ing violence between nations and 
promoting the peaceful negotia- 
tions of differences, the UN has 
achieved remarkable results in its 
four brief years. The situation in 
Palestine, where the vital interests 
of the many nations have been in- 
volved, has been handled almost ex- 
clusively by the UN with Russia 
abstaining from most of the ne- 
gotiations, and with Britain and 
the U. S. often confusing and ob- 
structing the UN efforts to organ- 
ize peaceful negotiations between 
the warlike parties. After a UN in- 
vestig sarried on in Pales- 


ration 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








UN Survey 


(continued) 
tine, the UN worked out a compre- 
hensive plan for an Israel-Arab 
settlement. In spite of secret ma- 


nipulations by the British armies 
of Trans-Jordan, ete., and irrespon- 
sible vacillations by the U. S., the 
UN negotiators were able to secure 
the passage and enforcement of a 
cease-fire order and bring hostili- 
ties to a close after it was assumed 
in Washington and London that 
the war would go on indefinitely 
and that the great powers would 
eventually have Many 
felt that when such a time came, 
World War III would be at hand. 
gut in Febru: 1949 UN 
eles of agreement were signed be- 
tween Israel and the Arab world 
that made peace in the Near East 
a reality. This was all an achieve- 
ment of the UN with the great 
powers either having little part in 


to step in. 


arti- 





it or actually obstructing progress. 
UN Secretary General Lie, at the 
end of these successful negotia- 
tions, stated, “This is an example 
of ... what the UN is fitted to do 
during the 
tensions 


mediating and conciliating influ- 


present severe world 


that is, to act as a 


ence for peace. 

The Security Council of the UN 
has also acted as a mediator and con- 
ciliator between the Dutch and the 
native Republic of Indonesia, al- 
though the Dutch defied the UN 
authority, flaunted its 
with an open wink from the British 
colonial office. And yet the UN was 


orders —_ 


able, through imternational pres- 
sure, to re-assert its authority 
and compel the Duteh to ac- 
cept conciliation. In March 1949 


both parties again stacked their 
arms and began to present their 
claims and viewpoints to the UN 
Commission. On May 7th of this 
year important 

reached. Warfare 
native Government 
would be permitted to return to 
its capital from which it had been 
driven by Dutch arms, and peace- 


agreements were 
would cease, the 


Indonesian 


ful negotiations of remaining dif- 

continue. It is 
believed that a 
peaceful settlement will be reached 


ferences 
now 


were to 


generally 


within a few months through the 
patient and courageous efforts of 
the UN. Official spokesmen for 
Cuba, Mexico, India, Denmark, 
Sweden and 54 other nations have 
made world opinion felt. In this 
instance, Russia made gestures to- 
wards becoming the champion of 
the native peoples of the Dutch 
the British kept a friend- 
ly hand out to the Dutch, and the 
Dutch slaughtered Indone 
their native villages with weapons 
furnished by the U 
Washington military and political 
officials claim not to understand 
how it happens that the impoverish- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


eolonies: 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


of World Wars I and II; that these wars would have been much more 
quickly settled by negotiation with far less suffering and destruction, as had 
been the case with scores of former European conflicts. But our own 
great commercial interests, which bound us in the 20th century to the 
British, French and Dutch commercial empires, would not permit their 
dominance to be threatened by the rise of a Germanic power — as long 
as American tax money and blood could be drawn in to stem the tide of 
change. Hence in 1914-18 and again in 1939-45 the powers that control 
American news channels aud publie opinion so filled the air with the din 
of drums and warlike propaganda that those who dared to face such a 
tide were branded by a thousand names. These same forces still operate 
in our society, still make it a near felony to have once belonged to such 
movements as the “American First” organization — or to have otherwise 
opposed America’s entry into the war. 


But through all these years one of the most respected voices in 
military affairs in the western world has been Major General J. F. C. 
Fuller, British military historian whose words have been accepted with 
awe by the American military men and their masters as well. But Gen. 
Fuller has spoken words this time that are different! Words that need 
to be written on every school blackboard, repeated from every pulpit and 
across every editorial page — although you can count on it that they 
will not be! Writing in one of America’s leading military publications, 
“Ordnance”, Gen. Fuller says: “We Europeans are truculent nations 
who have been fighting each other for upwards of 2,000 years and we dis- 
like outside interference.” Although the British and French spoke differ- 
ently in 1917, World War II, the British military expert and 
historian says that Europe would have been better off, peace and recov- 
ery would have come to it sooner, if America had stayed out of both 
world wars. 


and in 


Europe didn’t really want to be saved by a non-European power in 
1917, Fuller says ‘what Europe really wanted was to settle our own quar- 
rels in our own historic way.” Had America not stepped in, Europe would 
have been forced to come to its own terms in a negotiated peace. 

“Again, in the last war, what with your lend-lease and so forth, 
you got entangled in the European brawl, and between 1942 and 1945,” 
says Fuller, “baeked by your enormous industrial power, you laid the 
greater part of Central Europe flat.” 

“BUT FOR LEND-LEASE the war could not have continued for 
long. Again there would have been a negotiated peace, which could not 
have been as bad as the present so-called one.” Now Fuller says Europe 
is impotent to make peace or wage war. If America abandons Europe 
it will turn “red,” or if it doesn’t, there probably will be another war. Be- 
fore that happens we must decide if we will again resort to what the 
General calls “unstrategic American bombing.” He severely denounces 
American tacties of the last war — “obliteration bombing and barbarie 
waste.” 

We probably owe it to the quarreling between our air power 
and the ground forces that the famous military expert’s words have come 
to light — yet it is impossible to over-emphasize the significance of what 
is said here, by whom it is said and where it is said! 


HANGE CATHOLIC POLICY? A development of great signifi- 
eance in Roman Catholie circles will bring a fresh breath of hope 
to all those who wish religious intolerance and persecution would cease 
and all Christian faiths would unite in the pressing task of leading our 
confused and shattered world out of its deepening dilemma. From various 
sources have come reports of a re-examination by Catholie scholars and 
leaders of the church’s doctrine concerning the relation of church and 
state. Between The Lines has been among the few sources of information 
in America that has, with sorrow, been reporting the oppression and 
persecution of Protestants and non-Catholic groups in Catholie-domi- 
nated countries. Gradually the American people have been made aware 
of the fact, that not only in history, but in the present day, the Roman 
Catholic policy has been, wherever possible, to make the church domi- 
nant over the state and to use the power and office of the state to reinforce 
and perpetuate the church’s position to the extent of suppressing dis- 
senting opinion and faiths. 
THE AWAKENING: This is done under the doctrine — simply 
- that only truth is entitled to freedom, that error cannot be given 
This condition of oppression exists today in many Latin- 
American countries, in Spain, Italy and in varying degrees in all areas 
where the Catholie Church is dominant. While few newspapers would 
touch such reports, during the last year the N. Y. Times and N. Y. 
Herald Tribune finally come out with articles portraying actual con- 
ditions observed by their on-the-spot correspondents. Efforts of the 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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UN Survey 
(continued) 

ed Dutch could suddenly appear 
abundantly armed for the needs of 
the hour with hundreds of millions 
of dollars in new U. S. weapons. 
But the UN officials — though they 
held to polite diplomatic decorum 
— knew why and how. 

~ The efforts of the UN to stop 
the civil war in Greece was made 
impossible by the unilateral action 
of the U. S. in which we flatly dis- 
regarded the authority and offices 
of the UN and poured millions in 
military equipment into Greece. 
UN foreign officials frequently ex- 
press the conviction that, if we had 
not done this, the UN could have 
brought world pressure upon Yugo- 
slavia, Albania and Bulgaria to 
end the support of the Greek Com- 
munist guerrillas. The Russians 
would have been made to admit 
their hand in the situation and use 
their influence to stop further in- 
citement to violence in Greece or 
stand alone before the condemna- 
tion of 59 nations — a thing Russia 
has consistently sought to avoid. But 
the UN could bring no pressure to 
this end because of the action of the 
U. S. Even then the UN has carried 
on negotiations between Albania, 
Sulearia, Yugoslavia and Greece. 
and very encouraging progress has 
been made — without Russian in- 
terference. 

UN circles think that the Berlin 
airlift crisis could have been 
quickly settled by negotiation, and 
the diplomatic world remembers 
that it was the U. S. officials who 
snapped off negotiations just as a 
settlement was within reach! (See 
3etween The Lines, Feb. 21, ’49). 
Commentator William  Shirer, 
among others, has reported the evi- 
dence that Washington high off- 
cials were responsible for breaking 
off negotiations when the Russians 
were at the point of making accept- 
able concessions. The feeling per- 
sists in neutral diplomatie circles, 
— a feeling Between The Lines 
has been convinced is accurate — 
that the U. S. high politico-mili- 
tary authorities, endeavoring to se- 
cure popular support for a huge 
armament program, deliberately 
broke off negotiations to prevent 
a condition developing that would 
have lessened American publie anx- 
ieties and thus weakened the sup- 
port here for an arms program. 
This viewpoint has been reinforced 
by several revelations that have 
caught our politico-military lead- 
ership flat-footed with such propa- 
ganda manipulations. (See Be- 
tween the Lines Aug. 15, 49). 
The Hoover Commission charges, 
that the military built false ten- 
sions, were amplified by N. Y. 
Times analyst, Hanson Baldwin, 
who stated that war seare publicity 
was used to promote selective ser- 
vice and the re-armament program. 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





UN Survey 


(continued) 
It needs now to be 
that the Berlin 
was relieved and brought to a 


remembered 
airlift situation 


peaceful settlement through the 
negotiations conducted by officials 
of the UN, — Mr. Malik of the 
U.S. S. R. and Dr. Jessup of the 
U. S. delegation. Note that, when 
the matter got out of the hands of 
the military, a settlement was soon 
reached. 

Thus you see why world UN 
delegates feel that the American 
public is being misled and the ae- 
tual work of the UN sabotaged by 
the prejudiced view of the UN 
which is presented to the American 
people. This is a puzzling thing to 
the average foreign UN representa- 
tive for he is deeply conscious that 
it has been American generosity, 
American dollars, that gave the 
UN its life blood and American 
dreams that brought it into being. 
As they are kept aware of the gen- 
eral hostility towards the UN and 
its authority by the American 
Congress, the sense of confusion 
and betrayal deepens. Fortunately, 
the presence and ability of Dr. 
Ralph Bunche and Dr. Jessup, 
American UN delegates, have help- 
ed to ease these resentments. 

In the long run, this whole situ- 
ation may tend to strengthen the 
UN as a world force. For all the 
other which have noth- 
ing to gain out of the quarrels and 
wars of the great powers, may be 
compelled to weld their forces and 
influence more tightly and firmly 
to offset the self-centered maneu- 
vers of the big three. The big three 
may then have to yield to what is 
truly world opinion instead of what 
the U. S., Britain or Russia try, 
through their huge propaganda ma- 
chines, to create as world opinion 
to implement their own desires. 


nations, 





Dry India: Under the new pro- 
hibition laws in India no one can 
drink aleoholic beverages without 
a permit including a sworn state- 
ment that the applicant’s health 
requires alcohol. The individual is 
then classed as an alcoholic — but 
an alcoholic is not permitted a 
driver’s permit! Hence most of the 
white population is compelled to 
hire non-drinking chauffeurs! The 
recent generation of British rulers 
in India have placed a heavy tax 
on aleoholie beverages and then in 
turn, to increase the British tax- 
take, they endeavored to make 
drinking fashionable. As a result, 
the new free Indian government 
has been compelled to take drastic 
action to curb the resulting wide- 
spread alcoholism. This pattern of 
British exploitation of alcohol is 
not dissimilar to the former opium 
racket long foisted upon the Far 
East by older generations of Brit- 
ish Imperialism. 








ECONOMY ECHOES 


WE CANNOT ENDURE 


SLCH ONSLAY 
LPON OU SATS 
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You're right, Mister Congressman, right as can be, 

The trough’s getting low and you can’t give ’em tea. 
To save our dear country, our homes and our crops, 

Let’s hold back the corn and start eating pork chops. 
A ring in the nose, — well, it might help us out, 

Provided of course that it’s in the right snout. 
Twill do you no good for to weep and to wail — 

To have the right theory but hold the wrong tail! 











X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


American hierarchy tou deny or brush aside these reports may have been 
accepted by the mass of the mesmerized Catholic faithful, but many 
more alert and informed Catholics have been asking embarrassing questions 
and requesting clarification. The recent Cardinal Spellman-Eleanor Rovse- 
velt controversy brought the matter to a head when the high churchman 
denounced all those who opposed Catholic plans for education in America 
as “bigots and troublemakers.” The Cardinal’s subsequent statement 
that the church did not seek Federal support of parochial schools beyond 
“auxiliary aids” — in public health and other services most of which it 
already receives — did not adequately settle the waves of protest and 
concern the hierarchy’s action had stirred. And the Cardinal’s statement 
of policy did not jibe with the church’s policy and actions in Latin 
America, Spain and Italy, as thousands of informed Catholics realize. 


THESE EVENTS have highlighted the medieval policy of the 
Roman Catholic Church in contrast with what has long been the accepted 
tenents of American democracy — separation of church and state and 
freedom of both the state and the individual from religious domination 
in non-religious matters. As the facts have been bounced out into the 
open for all to see, millions of Americans, both Catholic and non-Cath- 
olic, have been shocked and thoroughly aroused. Perhaps the question 
can be briefly and simply put by asking whether the Roman Catholic 
Church proposes to make America like Spain, — Italy — Argentina, as 
they push the drive to “make America Catholic?” Facing this rising clari- 
fication of the issue and sensing the concerns that many intelligent, sensi- 
tive American Catholics feel as the issue comes into light, it is under- 
standable that American Catholic scholars have been drawn to a study 
of the church’s historic doctrines to find interpretations and re-interpreta- 
tions that will enable the chureh to meet the spirit and expectations 
of American democratic traditions. The concept of these influential 
Catholic scholars will be that an evolution from the authoritarian feudal 
state to the modern democratic nation will justify a change in the relation- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Revealing Books 


Slanting The News: If you 
want a picture of how news is 
warped and twisted in the usual 
news magazine, read the new book, 
“The Big Wheel”, by John Brooks. 
(Harper, $2.75). Mr. Brooks has 
written a story about the inner 
workings of a great American 
weekly news magazine in which 
the news is slanted, twisted and 
perverted to meet the policy of the 
millionaire publishers. It is under- 
stood in the magazine field that 
Mr. Brooks’ book is based upon ob- 
servations and experience with 
Time Magazine and those who 
know Time Magazine’s personnel 
say that you can pick out the in- 
dividuals that Mr. Brooks has por- 
trayed man-for-man. Even the re- 
formed radical is there, — recalling 
the ease of Whittaker Chambers, 
former Communist, who became a 
Time editor. The whole story is a 
portrayal of the kind of reporting 
today that American people get 
from many sources. Most large li- 
braries will carry this book. 


Important Facts: Another book 
which the average layman won’t 
need for his permanent collection, 
but which he should read for its 
significant report on armed power 
in our day is “Soviet Arms and 
Soviet Power” by Gen. Augustin 
Guillaume, (Infantry Journal 
Press, $3.50). This book is impor- 
tant because Americans have been 
made to believe by our own mili- 
tary and political propaganda that 
the Russians have been just a 
bunch of bums during the war and 
since. Here is one of France’s lead- 
ing military men, and one of the 
world’s most important military 
students, who says that the Red 
army deserves the chief credit for 
having defeated the Germans in 
World War IT. In his conclusion 
the General says that “to the Red 
army belongs the eredit of having 
by itself alone put an end to the 
powers of Blitzkrieg by destroying 
the divisions of Hitler’s best men 
in front of Leningrad, Moscow and 
Stalingrad and of then sustaining 
without breakdown a struggle with- 
out precedent in size and ferocity 
against the principal masses of the 


German army.” One prominent 
military figure in America said 


that Gen. Guillaume’s analysis of 
the Red army and navy is the first 
sensible explanation since the war 
of what actually happened on the 
eastern front. The General shows 
how the Russians were able to ab- 
sorb 7 million killed in battle 
(that’s 20 times as many as Ameri- 
ca lost) — and yet with amazing 
power and force overrun the Ger- 
man hordes. The famous French 
military authority credits Russian 
fighting skill, superb field com- 
manders, economic unity and ex- 
cellent equipment. 








Arabian Nights 

The American public hears little 
about the plight of nearly a million 
destitute Arabs 
driven out of their “homeland” by 
the birth of the new state of Israel. 
The t Zionist drive to estab- 
lisk Jevwis! homeland” in Pal- 
estine has att pted to ignore the 
fact that 
from all corners of the earth they 
were wedging their way in upon 
other peoples whose homes had been 
established in for 1400 
years. In spite of all the warm sen- 
timent 
the fulfillment of their dream, we 
eannot dodge the fact that the most 
the Zionist 
movement have largely ignored this 


who have been 


as the Jews erowded in 


Palestine 


we share with the Jews in 


vigorous elements in 
situation and have been relentless 
in dispossessing these peoples of 
their property. 
Today great throngs of these ref- 
» families are crowded into tat- 
dusty, barren sand 
“at is unbear- 
or on moun- 
here nights are long 
t number, aceord- 
at least 
bona tide refugees driv- 
nce of Arab-Jewish 
warfare from the 


ing to UN relief agencies, 
TO00.000 are 
en by the viole 


areas now occu- 
Israel. They are 


not made up chietly of “shiftless 


pied by the new 


nomads”, but are workers, crafts- 
men, merchants, deprived of their 
businesses and shops, farmers who 
their 
families had tended for centuries. 
The money provided by the UN 
to feed these thousands will soon 
and 


bearable conditions are developing 


were driven from acreages 


be exhausted, inhuman, un- 
in these camps. 

The Arabs contend that Israel 
has the obligation under UN agree- 
ments, which both Israel and the 
Arabs signed, to take back all those 
Arabs who wish to return and who 

live at peace with their 
bors. Under the UN partition 
Israel the 
actually reecive 
about 500,000 of the Arabs back in- 
to the former Arab 
tories, - but the 
now insist that 
eeive 100,000. In 


would 
neis] 
aecepted, 


plan which 


Jews agreed to 
home terri- 
Israel authorities 


they 


will only re- 
the meantime, Is- 
rael continues to receive thousands 
of new Jewish settlers every month 
and thus already faces an almost 
impossible financial burden in aid- 
ing and absorbing their new Jew- 
ish population. Yet there are over 
700,000 Arabs. the 


caught in the maelstrom of world 


unfortunates 


conflict, who have no place to go 
and cannot much longer survive in 
these crowded, unsanitary, tempor- 
officials Sav that 
Arab 


mounting 


ary camps. Relief 
the 
people is 


disintegration of these 
becoming a 
danger to the delicate balanees in 
the Near East and to world peace. 
Bitter and discontented, they are 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


ship between the church and the people. [n the months to come we may 


expect statements reflecting this liberalizing philosophy from leading 
Catholie voices. It should also mean a change in attitude toward the 
Protestant movement — to a position, if not of acceptance on a basis 
of Christian equality, at least to one of charity and genuine tolerance 
permitting a degree of cooperation between the faiths so desperately 
needed and so tragically missing today. 


ARDINALS RENOUNCE CAPITALISM: Consternation was 

caused in high capitalistic circles when the four Roman Catholic 
cardinals of France, the most influential churchmen in Europe, outside 
of Italy, flatly denounced “capitalism as materialistic and self-seeking,” 
(as reported by the Associated Press, Sept. 15). Here are the elements 
behind this action: Americans do uot understand the cardinals’ action 
because they do not understand the difference between European and 
American capitalism. For centuries the Catholic Church has supported 
the most rigid economie aristocracies and still does in Italy, Spain and 
elsewhere. It was this, with refusal to accept reform, that made Commu- 
nist sweeps into eastern Europe inevitable and which yet threatens the 
status quo in other countries. The Roman Catholic leaders are gradually 
recognizing that for many countries there is no way toward progress ex- 
cept through 
Where 


oligarchies, there is no simple path of transition open whereby a medieval 


“socialistic.” 
a nation’s resources have long been dominated by a few family 


reforms and changes which we dub as 


system can be transformed into the kind of economic democracy America 
knows. Our present system is the result of two centuries of democratic 
evolution and it cannot be duplieated overnight. The only alternative 
to communism and chaos in most European countries is for the state to 
assume controls over many resources tightly held by the few and to ad- 
minister these resources to meet the needs ot the common people. It is 
either that or revolution stalking at the doorstep. After a period of de- 
velopment, these countries may well evolve a system more closely re- 
sembling our own. 

A BIG MISTAKE in America has been that our top capitalists, because 
they have been closely and profitably associated with the old economic 
oligarchies of Europe, legend that our capital- 
istic system is kith and kin to the financial, industrial and family feudalism 
of Europe. What we kmow as capitalism, with all its faults and all its fruits, 
has little resemblance to the economic structure of old Europe. Thus when 
the cardinals of France denounce ‘“‘capitalism’’, they are denouncing the 


have maintained the 


only capitalism they themselves or the people of France or Europe have 
known but which is a far cry from the changing, evolving system which ‘has 
made American enterprise free, venturesome and productive. 

The same commotion as created by the cardinals was stirred when 
the World Council of Churches, meeting in Amsterdam last year, issued 
statements condemning both communism and “laissez-faire capitalism.” 
Efforts of American delegates could only partially soften the blow be- 
eause of the European antagonism towards capitalism as they knew it. 


A CEXOWLEDGM ENT: In our last issue the review of the spread- 
ing controversy over workers’ pensions noted that the executives of 
the U. S. Steel Corp. have long believed in pensions for themselves while 
insisting that such security would not be good for the workers. After 
we had gone to press, the corporation leaders agreed to accept the pen- 
sion system as a fixed policy in the steel industry provided the workers 
shared in the support out of wages. The steel officials did this as they 
rejected the presidential Fact Finding Board’s recommendation on pen- 
sions beeause the Board held that pension costs should be borne solely by 
the corporations. Certainly the corporation is on sound ground in this 
instanee. The workers themselves should resent the pension system be- 
coming a corporation charity. But the important point still stands that the 
corporation leaders have fought the pension system for years while pro- 
viding themselves the same protection on an extremely lucrative basis, and 
their concession now comes only after a reservoir of bitterness and resent- 
ment has been built up that will continue to be a hazard in maintaining 
peaceful industrial relations. No doubt the recalcitrant attitude of the 
union now is due to this store of resentment which men worthy of the 
leadership of great industries should never have allowed to gather. 


N OUR LAST ISSUE we inadvertently left out the source for the 

statement that our national budget each year exceeds the total worth 
of the gold mined in the entire world since the days of Christopher Co- 
lumbus. The U. S. News for April 22, 49, issued a report on this fact, 
showing that the total gold mined in the last 456 years is valued at 
about 40 billion. The U. S. Government will spend, in this fiseal year, 
about 45 billion. Anyone who cares to examine the record will find that 
the total of that budget which goes to pay for past wars and prepare for 
more war equals about seventy per cent of the total. 


Arabian Nights 


(continued) 

quick to aecept the promises the 
Communists make to the homeless 
and helpless. Russia looks on and 
awaits “the day”. Wealthy Jews 
who are pouring millions into 
“Zion” from all over the world can- 
not ignore this situation much 
longer without catastrophe threat- 
ening their own dreams. 





Behind the iron curtain, the 
Y. M. C. A. is carrying on its work 
reports that 
have reached this country through 
the National Y. M. C. A. Council 
report for this In Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Communist China 
and 21 other countries this Chris- 
tian movement is expanding and 
rebuilding. In Red - dominated 
China, the future of the Associa- 
tion is uncertain, but they are go- 
ing forward with some assurance 
of continued usefulness. The Chi- 
nese continue very warm toward 
the Y. M. work and Y officials say 
“We are positive we can carry on.” 
In Warsaw, the Y. M. C. A. build- 
ing has been restored and there are 
14,000 members of the Y and 70 
other groups in edueation and 
sports programs. Again Christian 
service penetrates the iron curtain. 


according to recent 


vear. 


Housing Reforms 


(continued) 

to take the place of real estate 
propaganda against slum clearance. 
He pointed out that the millions of 
people, who do not have adequate 
housing, cannot afford to build on 
the present market, yet they are 
citizens, pay taxes and over the 
years can pay for and provide ade- 
quate housing for themselves. It 
is common sense, he said, for the 
Government to step in and through 
the spread of tax investment make 
it possible for these families to 
escape the grip of slum living and 
be placed in adequate housing, 
which their own rental payments 
ean liquidate. 

We believe it would have been 
much better business and much bet- 
ter capitalism for private investment 
to have taken these steps of its own 
accord. Capitalism would then have 
been renewing itself, revitalizing 
its own. structure to keep pace with 
enlightened progress. Completely 
state-supported projects 
have not occurred except where 
private capital has utterly failed to 
meet the demands of the growing 
community need. There are Social- 
ist trends in public housing, but we 
will never curb these trends until 
we recognize what causes them and 
face their inevitability unless and 
as traditional capitalism awakens 
and moves forward along the lines 
that seem to outline our eciviliza- 
tion’s only hope for survival — 
the Sermon on the Mount. 


housing 





